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UP  HOLLAND  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1955* 


Chairman:  Councillor  A.  Glover,  J.P. 

Vice-Chairman:  Councillor  G.  J.  Bray. 


Councillors:  G.  C.  Bamforth. 

G.  W.  Barnes. 

G.  M.  Claxton. 

T.  Edwards. 

R.  Gaskell. 

Mrs.  N.  Heyes. 
R.  Latham. 

P.  Martland. 

T.  McCracken. 

A.  McDonald. 

W.  Rigby. 

J.  Roughley. 

J.  H.  Watson. 


HEALTH _ COMMITTEE. 

Councillor  G.  J.  Bray  (Chairman), 

Councillor  Mrs.  N.  Heyes  (Vice-Chairman),  and  all  members  of  the 

Council. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health:  G.  H.  Potter,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S. 

L.R.C.P. ,  D.P.H. 


Sanitary  Inspector:  J.  Terence  Iball. 
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UP  HOLLAND  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1955 . 

To  the  Chairman  and  Member  of  the 

Up  Holland  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
district  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1955?  compiled  in  the 
abbreviated  form  indicated  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


1 •  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  :  4,686  acres. 

Population  (Census  1931 )  •  5 >538. 

Estimated  mid-1955  (Registrar  General)  :  6,460. 
Total  Number  of  houses  (Census  1931)  :  1,199* 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  the  end  of  1955  according 

to  Rate  Book  :  1,932. 

Rateable  Value  :  £26,029. 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  :  £97*8062. 

Up  Holland  is  chiefly  an  agricultural  area.  Other  industries 
include  brickmaking  and  mining. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Mai  e  • 

Female. 

Total . 

Live  Births:  1 

[Legitimate 
[ Illegitimate. 

49 

l 

45 

l 

94 

2 

50 

46 

96 

Still  Births:  I 

(Legitimate 
( Illegitimate. 

3 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

6 

Nil 

3 

3 

6 

Deaths  of 
Infants  under 

1  year  of  age: 

(Legitimate 

(Illegitimate. 

1 

Nil 

i 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

1 

1 

2 

Deaths  of 
Infants  under 

4  weeks  of  age: 

(Legitimate 

(illegitimate. 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil. 

2 

Nil 

1 

1 

2 

Male . 

Female . 

Total 

DEATHS  : 

38 

43 

81 

Birth-rate  (Crude)  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  mid  1955* • 
Death-rate  (Crude)  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  pupulation  mid-1955* * • • o 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  IN  RE3P&CT  ,.__OF THE — \  EARS  19^0 - ^9  55.:. 
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In  the  next  table  are  shown  the  chief  causes  of  Death  and 
number  of  Deaths  from  each  cause  in  1955 >  and  comparative  figures 
for  the  year  1954:- 


Cause  of  Death.  Ho.  of  Deaths  in  1954. .  No.  in  1955. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory.  1  — - 

Tuberculosis,  other.  -  - 

Diphtheria.  - 

Whooping  Cough.  -  - 

Meningococcal  infections.  -  - 

Acute  poliomyelitis.  -  - 

Measles.  -  - 


Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach.  2  3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus.  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast.  2  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus.  1 

Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms.  4  2 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia.  1  — 

Diabetes.  5 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system.  6  5 

Coronary  disease,  angina.  9  7 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease.  4 

Other  heart  disease.  16  23 

Other  circulatory  disease.  2  5 

Influenza.  1  — 

Pneumonia.  2  1 

Bronchitis.  3  3 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system.  -  1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum.  — 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea.  1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis.  — 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate.  1  2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion.  1 

Congenital  malformations.  — 

All  other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  7  10 

Motor  vehicle  accidents.  1  2 

All  other  accidents.  1  1 

Suicide.  2 


58  81 


2.  GENERAL  PROVISION  0?  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

Laboratory  Arrangements.  Bacteriological  examinations  are 
carried  out  by  the  Pathological  Department  of  the  Wigan  Royal 
Infirmary  and  the  Liverpool  Corporation,  and  the  arrangements 
are  satisfactory.  A  report  on  every  examination  is  made  to 
the  Public  Health  Department. 

Ambulance  Arrangement n ,  Ambulance  service  in  the  district  is 

provided  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council.  Vehicles  are 
stationed  at  the  newly  opened  Billinge  Ambulance  Station,  and 
highly  satisfactory  service  is  being  provided. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  No  action  under  Section  47  of 
this  Act  was  taken  by  the  Authority  during  the  year  1955* 


3.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply.  The  water  supply  is  obtained  from  Deep  Wells  in 
the  District,  situate  at  Roby  Mill  and  Tontine,  but  during  the 
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latter  half  of  the  year  a  serious  break  down  of  the  pumping 
equipment  at  Roby  Mill  resulted  in  the  extraction  of  water  from 
the  Grimshaw  Delph  by  means  of  a  polythene  pipe  line  laid  over  a 
mile  and  a  half  of  open  country  to  the  Mill  Lane  reservoir. 

Piping  was  provided  by  the  Lancashire  County  Fire  Service,  and 
the  pumping  Equipment  was  provided  by  the  Wigan  County  Borough 
fire  service.  Emergency  arrangements  were  put  in  hand  to  inform 
all  residents  throughout  the  district,  regarding  the  quality  of 
the  water,  and  the  Water  Engineer  instituted  a  temporary  drip 
feed  chlorinator  which  proved  from  the  bacteriological  examination 
to  be  most  adequate. 

4  samples  of  water  were  sent  for  bacteriological  examination 
during  the  year,  the  results  of  which  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

2  samples  of  water  were  sent  for  chemical  analysis. 

Regular  chlorination  of  the  water  supply  is  carried  out. 

1919  houses  in  the  district  have  a  piped  supply  of  water 
from  the  main  and  6  houses  obtain  their  supply  from  wells. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  There  are  six  small  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  in  the  District.  The  main  works  (Dams  Head)  are  in 
satisfactory  condition.  The  smaller  works  have  been  functioning 
as  satisfactorily  as  possible,  bearing  in  inind  the  type  of  Works. 

Sanitary  Accommodation  (at  end  of  1955). 


Number  of  Privy  Middens  .  71 

Number  of  Closets  attached  to  these  middens  ...  130 

Number  of  pail  closets  .  32 

Number  of  dry  ashpits  (excluding  middens)  ...  180 

Number  of  moveable  ashbins  .  1485 

Number  of  fresh  water  closets  .  1951 

Number  of  houses  on  water  carriage  system  . . .  1695 


Under  the  General  Conversion  Scheme,  the  local  authority  pays 
a  contribution  of  £6.  Os.  Od.  per  conversion.  23  conversions 
were  made  in  1955- 

Public  Cleansing.  Street  scavenging  and  removal  of  house 
refuse  are  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Privy  middens  and  ashbins  are  emptied  regularly  and  the 
Council’s  own  refuse  Collection  Vehicle  is  engaged  in  the  removal 
of  refuse  to  controlled  tips. 

There  is  no  destructor  in  the  District. 


Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area. 

Number  of  premises  visited 
Number  of  nuisances  discovered 
Number  of  nuisances  abated  ... 
NuMber  of  Informal  Notices  served 
Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served 
Number  of  Legal  Proceedings 


84 

23 

21 

Nil 

6 

Nil 


Shops  and  Offices.  28  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the 
year  under  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  relating  to 
ventilating  and  temperature  of  shops  and  sanitary  conveniences. 
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Camping  Sites. 


There  are  none  in  the  District. 


Smoke  Abatement.  There  are  9  factory  and  works  chimneys  in  the 
district.  Ho  special  action  was  taken  with  regard  to  smoke 
abatement.  Awaiting  the  installation  of  new  stoking  equipment 
at  the  Ravenhead  Brickworks. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.  There  are  none  in  the  district. 

Disinfestation  of  Verminous  Premises.  One  house  was  found  to 
be  inf ested~during  the  year,  and  was  disenfected  by  fumigation 
with  Sulphur  and  Insecticide  spray. 

Insecticides  are  distributed  free  where  considered  necessary 
by  the  local  authority. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949*  Tips  are  serviced 
every  month.  Agricultural  properties  are  inspected  once  a  year, 
and  periodic  inspection  of  shops  undertaken  for  the  destruction 
of  rodents. 

Schools . 


Total  number  of  schools  in  the  district  .  8 

Humber  of  schools  with  unsatisfactory  yard  surfaces  1 

Humber  of  schools  with  fresh  water  closets  .  8 

Humber  of  schools  with  -dust-bins  .  8 

Humber  of  schools  supplied  with  water  from  mains  . .  8 

Humber  of  schools  with  drainage  to  public  sewers  . .  8 

The  facilities  for  handling  meals  at  the  schools  are 
considered  satisfactory. 


4.  HOUSING. 

The  Council  are  still  continuing  the  erection  of  Council 
Houses  on  the  Highgate  Estate,  and  during  the  year  work  was 
commenced  on  the  erection  of  1 6  two  and  three  bedroom  type 
houses  on  the  Highgate  Estate.  When  tenants  are  rehoused 
from  houses  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
action  is  taken  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 
and  during  the  year  4  dwellings  were  closed  and  in  respect  of 
3  others  representation  was  made  by  the  owners  of  the  property 
and  were  accepted  by  the  Council.  The  Council  are 
negotiating  for  a  parcel  of  land  in  Daniels  Lane  to  fulfil  the 
needs  of  this  area. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


Humber  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  vear:- 
Traditional  permanent  houses: - 


i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ... 

ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities.. 

iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons.. 


Houses 

22 

Nil 

13 


Flats . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


1.  INSPECTION  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year:- 


(l)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Act s ) . 

(b)  Humber  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose. 


80 

80 
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(2)  Dwelling-houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not 
capable  at  reasonable  expense  of  being  rendered  fit: 

(a)  No.  found  during  year  . 

(b)  No.  (or  estimated  no.)  at  end  of  year  ... 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  found  during  the  year  to  be 
not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  but  capable  of  being  rendered  fit... 


•  •  • 

•  •  • 


312 

312 
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CLEARANCE  AREAS  (Housing  Act,  1936>  and  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act,  1954:- 


i'JU.  Ui  UWC-Lljillg— J 

(a)  Unfit  houses 

(b)  Othe: 


Other  houses  . 

(2)  No.  of  persons  displaced  ... 


1  «  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 


3.  HOUSES  NOT  INCLUDED  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS: - 


year: 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

Nil 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

Nil 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

Nil 

(l)  Houses  demolished  or  closed  during  yearibouses 

(a)  Housing  Act,  1936  - 

(i)  Demolished  as  a  result  of  for-  v 

mal  or  informal  proceedure 
(Section  ll)  . 

(ii)  Closed  in  pursuance  of  an 

undertaking  given  by  owners 
under  Section  11  and  still  in 
1 0  r  c  g  •  •  •  •  *  «  ••• 

(iii)  Parts  of  building  closed 

(Section  12)  . 

(b)  Housing  Act,  1949  - 
(i)  Closed  as  a  result  of  closing 

order'd'  under  Section  3(l) 
and  3(2)  ...  ...  ••• 

(c)  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1953  - 
(i)  Closed  as  a  result  of  closing 

orders  under  Sections  10(i) 
and  11(2)  . 


!  No. 

of 

:*Houses 

Persons 

Displaced 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

* 

3 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(2)  Repairs  during  the  year: 

(a)  Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in 

which  defects  were  remedied  during  the 
period  as  a  result  of  informal  action  by 
the  local  authority  under  the  Housing  or 
Public  Health  Acts  . 

(b)  Public  Health  Acts  -  action  after  service 
of  formal  notice  -  Houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  - 

(i)  By  owners  . 

(ii)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

(c)  Housing  Act,  1936  -  action  after  service  of 
formal  notice  (Sections  9,  10,  11  and  1 6) 
Houses  made  fit  - 

(i)  By  owners 

(ii)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

(d)  Housing  Repair  and  Rents  Act,  1954: 

Houses  reconstructed,  enlarged  or  improved 
and  Demolition  Orders  revoked  (Section  5)  • 

4.  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE  (HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND 
RENTS  ACT,  1954):- 

(1)  No.  of  houses  at  end  of  year  retained  for  tempor¬ 
ary  accommodation  and  approved  for  grant  under 


No.  of 
houses 


Nil 

Nil 


3 

Nil 


Nil 


7* 


; 


' 
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» 
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Section  7  . 

(2)  No.  of  separate  dwellings  contained  in  (l) 

.  .  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(3/  No*  of  houses  at  end  of  year  licensed  for  temporary 
occupation  (Section  6)  . 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


5.  HOUSING  ACT,  1949  - 

I mpr oveme nt  Grant s ,  etc : - 
Action  during  year: 


Private  bodies  or  j 

individuals  .Local  authority 


No.  ofjNo.  of  dwelling 
schemes,  houses  or  other 

buildings 
affected. 


(a)  Submitted  by 

private  indivx-j 
duals  to  local  j 
authority  ...  4 

(b)  Submitted  by 
local  authority 
to  Ministry  ..  !  Nil 

(c)  Finally  approved 

by  Ministry  , .  j  Nil 

(d)  Work  completed 

(e)  Additional  sep¬ 

arate  dwellings 
included  in  (d): 
above . 1  Nil 


4 


Nil 

Nil 

3 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 


(f)  Any  other  action  taken  under  the  Act:-  Nil. 


5 •  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

1.  MILK  SUPPLY.  Pioutine  inspections  of  farms  and  dairies 
have  been  carried  out  and  a  good  standard  of  cleanliness 
maintained.  7  samples  of  milk  for  bacteriological  and 
chemical  analysis  were  taken  during  the  year  and  all  proved 
to  be  satisfactory. 

2.  MEAT .  There  is  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  district,  owned 

by  Mr.  H.  Greaves.  44  cows  and  7  other  cattle  were  killed 
and  carcases  inspected  during  the  year.  Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ  was  condemned  being  4  cows,  and  in  no  cases 
were  parts  affected  due  to  either  Tuberculosis  or  Cysticerci. 

3.  FOOD  POISONING.  No  case  of  Food  Poisoning  was  reported 
during  "the  yes-ir. 

4.  ICE  CREAM.  There  is  one  Ice  Cream  manufacturer  in  the 

district.  The  premises  have  been  inspected  regularly  and 
found  to  be  satisfactory.  Licences  are  issued  for  the  sale 
of  wrapped  ice-cream  on  application  being  approved  and 
premises  found  to  be  satisfactory  on  inspection.  6  samples 
of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year  -  5  samples  being 
Grade  1,  and  1  sample  being  Grade  2. 

5.  BYELAWS. 


The  No.  of  food  premises,  by  type  of  business,  in  the 
district  at  the  end  of  the  year  were:- 


General  Grocers  and  Provision  Dealers 

Green  Grocers  and  Fruiters  . 

Meat  Shops  »  *  , . .  ...  . 

Bakers  and/or  Confectioners  . 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

Licenced  Premises  . 


31 

2 

3 

4 
2 

22 
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The  No.  of  food  premises,  by  type,  registered  under 
S.  14  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act  or  under  Local  Acts  were:- 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  .  1 

Preserved  Meats  .  3 

During  the  year,  special  examinations  of  food  stocks  or 
consignments  were  carried  out  and  the  following  were  condemned* - 

3  tins  processed  ham  . *  42  lbs. 

12  various  tins  of  fruit  .  ...  32  lbs. 

The  method  of  disposal  of  all  condemned  food  was  by 
depositing  on  the  Local  Authority rs  Refuse  tip. 


6 .  PREVALENCE  OF ,  AND _ CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

During  1955 >  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  requiring  Hospital 
treatment  were  removed  to  Whelley  Hospital  and  Astley  Sanatorium, 

Only  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  notified  during  the  year. 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year. 

54  cases  of  Measles  and  16  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  of  a 
mild  type  were  notified  during  1955* 

One  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Free  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  provided  for  any  pre¬ 
school  or  school  child.  During  1955?  70  pre-school  and  19  school 
children  were  immunised.  In  addition  77  children  were  given  a 
secondary  or  boosting  injection.  Also  59  pre-school  children 
were  immunised  against  Whooping  Cough#  with  Whooping  Cough 

Vaccine  only  or  a  combined  (Diphtheria-Pertussis  or  Diphtheria- 
Tetanus-Pertussis)  type  of  prophylactic. 

TABLE  OF  CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  1955* 


Diseases. 

Total 
cases 
all 
ages . 

Age  Periods  - 

Years. 

Total 

Deaths 

Total 

cases 

remov¬ 
ed  to 
Hosp¬ 
ital  . 

\ 

Deaths 

in 

hosp¬ 
ital  . 

0- 

1- 

3- 

5- 

\ 

10- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

65 

and 

over 

Scarlet  Fever. 

1 

2* 

1 

Diptheria. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles. 

54 

4 

15 

6 

28 

— 

l 

— 

— 

— 

W'  ooping  Cough. 

16 

— 

4 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneum  .lia 

• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• 

— 

— 

Erysipelas. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

- 

~ 

Puerperal 

pyrexia. 

1 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery. 

l 

— > 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Food  Poisoning. 

— 

— 

L*.  j 

1 - r- 

I  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• 

— 

1 _ 

76 

4 

19 

\±_ 

fzQ 

»  mm 

tmmt 

!  2 

1 

2 

1 

- 

- 

DISINFECTION.  Disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  by  the 

local  authority.  Dwelling  houses  are  dealt  with  on  removal  of 
cases  to  Hospital  or  release  from  isolation  of  infectious  cases. 

During  1955  -  10  houses  were  disinfected. 

Houses  are  disinfected  by  the  method  of  Formaldehyde  fumigatore. 
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TUBERCULOSIS.  This  service  is  under  the  control  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board,  and  Up  Holland  cases  attend  the  Chest 
Clinic,  Millgate,  Wigan. 


One  new  case  of  Tuberculosis  was  notified  during  1955. 
This  being  a  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  One  Death  from 
Tuberculosis  was  registered  during  the  year. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in 
age  groups: - 


• 

1 

psi 

CD 

Cases . 

Age 

Periods. 

Respiratory. 

- — — — 1  ■ - 

Non-respiratory . 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0- 

1- 

2- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75  &  upwards- 

1 

1  1  l  l  1  1  I  l  i  I  1  (  i 

1  1  1  i  1  1  1  1  1  1  l  1  1 

1 

Total. 

1 

1 

1 

' . . . . . ^ * . . ■■■»,— 

I  am  Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  &  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.  H.  POTTER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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